
Practical Information for Applicants



You will probably have a lot of practical questions when you are considering applying for a full-time place at Authentic 
Discipleship Training Manchester. This document is designed to help provide you with all the information you need. It 
is written with overseas students in mind, so if you are from the UK some parts may be irrelevant.
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Living in Manchester
With	a	population	of	almost	460,000,	Manchester	is	the	UK’s	third	largest	city	yet	widely	regarded	as	Britain	‘s	second	
city	and	arguably	the	most	exciting,	cultural	and	forward-thinking.	

Food	wise,	few	places	in	the	UK	can	match	Manchester	.	From	Michelin-starred	restaurants	to	traditional	home	cooked	
pub food, Manchester has it all. Restaurants at the top end of the scale remain rooted in the city centre, predominantly 
centralised	around	the	St	Ann	‘s	Square,	Deansgate	and	King	Street	area.

What	Manchester	lacks	in	identifiable	landmarks,	it	more	than	makes	up	for	in	its	diverse	and	rich	arts	and	cultural	
scene.	The	Manchester	Art	Gallery	,	Museum	of	Science	and	Industry	and	the	Whitworth	Art	Gallery	are	as	equally	
scintillating	as	they	are	relaxing.	But	few	places	outside	of	London	can	beat	Manchester	for	shopping.	From	the	
designer	boutiques	of	King	Street	or	the	high	street	chains	around	the	Arndale	Centre	and	St	Ann	‘s	Square,	to	the	
Bohemian	and	vintage	offering	of	Affleck’s	Palace,	Manchester	‘s	shopping	options	are	countless.	Harvey	Nichol’s,	
Armani,	Zara	and	French	Connection	are	just	some	of	the	stores	based	in	the	city	centre.

Lest	we	forget	the	city’s	sporting	pedigree.	The	city	boast	two	Premier	League	football	clubs	–	Manchester	United	and	
Manchester	City	as	well	as	Lancashire	County	Cricket	Club	and	elsewhere	there	is	the	Velodrome	and	a	number	of	
public leisure centres, sporting clubs and five-a-side pitches.

Getting Around
Getting	around	Manchester	couldnt	be	easier	,	with	its	Bus,	Tram	and	train	networks	that	service	the	entire	city.	
Manchester	also	has	the	M60	orbital	motorway	surrounding	the	city.	It	is	also	connected	to	the	major	motorways	that	
run	through	the	country.	M1,	M6	and	M61.

 

Living in Manchester



You’re Arrival Date
The	first	day	of	the	College	year	will	be	at	the	start	of	September	each	year	(the	exact	date	is	given	after	your	
interview).	We	recommend	that	students	plan	to	arrive	in	Manchester	and	move	into	their	accommodation	1-2	weeks	
before	the	start	date	so	they	can	get	used	to	their	new	surroundings.	We	want	to	help	make	this	move	as	smooth	as	
possible	so	please	try	and	let	us	know	when	you	are	going	to	be	moving	to	Manchester	and	we	can	help	you	orientate	
by connecting you with other students and things going on in the church as soon as you arrive.

Induction weeks
As	part	of	the	first	month	we	run	an	induction	programme.	The	programme	will	run	for	28	days	and	will	be	full	time.	
This	induction	covers	28	Days	Of	Developing	and	Deepening	your	Spiritual	Intelligence,	this	is	a	spiritual	bootcamp,	
that will springboard you into the rest of the year.

Term	Dates	(Exact	dates	are	given	after	your	interview)

All	classes	run	from	0930	-	3.00,	Tuesday	to	Friday	and	students	will	be	involved	in	serving	every	weekend	at	Sunday	
services.

Term 1:			 September	-	December

The Christmas Holidays run for two weeks

Term 2:   January - April

The Easter holidays run for 2 weeks

Term 3:			 April	(after	Easter	holidays)	-	June

Graduation End of June

Housing
Each	student	will	be	expected	to	live	either	with	a	church	family	or	in	a	church	house.	Accommodation,	food	and	bills	
are all included in your ADT course fee.

 

Course Dates



Savings and Ongoing Support

We	recommend	that	individuals	have	a	minimum	of	£1500	saved	up	before	the	start	of	the	College	course.	This	will	
allow	you	to	pay	the	first	installment	of	your	tuition	fees	and	have	enough	money	to	live	for	6	–	8	weeks	without	
needing	other	income	so	you	can	look	for	a	job	if	you	need	one.

Also, the more financial supporters you can secure before starting on the course the better. There may be people in 
your church or your family who are willing to sponsor you for a certain amount each month. This type of ongoing 
financial support is invaluable if it can continue through the year.

Working
To	help	offset	some	of	these	costs,	some	students	will	opt	to	work	part-time	at	some	point	during	the	year.	Manchester	
is	a	large	city	with	good	job	opportunities	available	for	those	who	are	looking	for	work.	Students	can	find	employment	
with	many	different	companies	in	our	city	including	the	cinema,	supermarkets,	shops,	etc.	

It	must	be	noted	that	should	you	take	employment	that	it	can	not	be	allowed	to	interfer	with	your	primary	reason	for	
being	in	Manchester.	The	ADT	course	and	the	life	of	The	Dream	Centre	must	ALWAYS	take	priority.

Working for Overseas Students
	If	you	are	from	a	country	within	the	European	Union	or	from	Iceland,	Liechtenstein,	Norway	or	Switzerland	you	can	
work	freely	in	the	UK.	However,	if	you	are	from	Bulgaria	or	Romania	you	will	need	to	obtain	an	Accession	Worker	Card	
once	you	enter	the	UK	in	order	to	gain	employment.	However	this	process	can	take	up	to	6	months	to	complete.

All	overseas	students	will	need	to	obtain	a	National	Insurance	number	in	order	to	work	in	the	UK.	This	is	a	unique	
number	that	makes	sure	that	the	National	Insurance	contributions	and	tax	you	pay	are	properly	recorded	against	your	
name.	You	can	only	apply	for	a	National	Insurance	number	once	you	have	entered	the	UK	and	you	must	do	this	via	a	
job	Centre.	We	can	help	you	with	this	process	on	arrival.

If	you	are	from	a	non-European	country,	your	visa	may	have	restrictions	on	whether	you	can	work	and	for	how	many	
hours.	It	is	best	to	make	a	direct	enquiry	with	the	UK	Border	agency	to	check	this.	

Their	website	is	www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk

Finances and Employment



Banks
If	you	are	planning	on	opening	a	UK	bank	account	then	you	should	apply	as	soon	as	you	arrive	because	it	can	
sometimes	take	a	few	weeks	to	set	one	up.

Each	bank	has	a	slightly	different	process,	but	when	you	go	to	open	your	account,	you	will	probably	need	to	show	the	
bank	your	passport	or	national	photo	ID	card,	your	ADT	acceptance	letter	and	your	accommodation	details.	You	may	
also	need	bank	statements	from	your	home	country	account.	There	may	be	other	requirements,	so	try	to	contact	the	
bank	before	you	arrive.

There	are	many	different	banks	in	Britain.	The	main	ones	are	HSBC,	Barclays,	Lloyds,	Halifax,	NatWest	and	the	Royal	
Bank	of	Scotland	–	there	are	branches	of	all	of	these	banks	in	and	around	the	town	centre.

Overseas Students and Visas
The	European	Economic	Area	(EEA)	includes	all	countries	within	the	European	Union	plus	Iceland,	Liechtenstein	and	
Norway.

EEA	Member	Countries

Austria

Belgium	Bulgaria	Cyprus

Czech	Republic	Denmark	Estonia

Finland	France	Germany	Greece

Hungary	Iceland	Ireland

Italy

Latvia	Liechtenstein	Lithuania	Luxembourg	Malta	Netherlands	Norway

Poland	Portugal	Romania	Slovakia	Slovenia	Spain	Sweden	Switzerland*	UK

*Although	Switzerland	is	not	in	the	EEA,	Swiss	nationals	have	the	same	rights	as	EEA	nationals.

Students	who	come	to	ADT	from	an	EEA	member	country	do	not	need	to	obtain	a	visa	to	come	to	the	UK.



Other Countries

If	you	are	from	a	country	that	is	not	part	of	the	EEA	a	normal	holiday	visa	will	not	be	enough	for	you	to	come	and	study	
with	us.	Holiday	visa	are	only	issued	for	up	to	6	months	and	the	duration	of	the	College	year	is	9	months.	However,	
there	are	two	other	ways	you	can	obtain	a	visa	to	enter	the	UK	and	study	on	LIFE	Church	College.

a). Ancestry Visa
This	visa	is	available	to	those	who	have	at	least	1	grandparent	who	was	born	in	the	UK.	It	is	a	5-year	visa	that	will	allow	
you	to	work	without	restriction	in	the	UK.	This	visa	must	be	applied	for	from	outside	of	the	UK.

b). Tier 5 Youth Mobility Visa
This	visa	is	available	to	those	aged	18-30	who	live	in	Australia,	Canada,	Japan,	New	Zealand	and	Monaco.	It	is	a	2-year	
visa	that	will	allow	you	to	work	without	restriction	in	the	UK.

Please contact the British Embassy in your home country to discuss these visa options further.

Tier 4 Student Visas
This	type	of	visa	is	usually	available	for	those	coming	from	outside	of	the	EEA	to	study	at	a	UK	university	or	college.	
However,	because	the	Authentic	Discipleship	Training	Course	is	not	formally	affiliated	with	or	accredited	by	any	UK	
university or college we are unable to issue a sponsorship for this type of visa.

For	the	most	up	to	date	information	concerning	overseas	residents	studying	and	working	in	the	UK	please	visit	the	UK	
border	agency	website:	www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk



Although	the	Authentic	Discipleship	Training	Course	is	not	a	formal	university	or	college	we	do	still	have	a	level	of	
English	that	we	need	to	see	demonstrated	by	applicants	in	order	to	confidently	accept	them	onto	the	course.

Students	will	need	to	complete	written	assignments	as	well	as	several	spoken	presentations	throughout	the	year,	so	a	
good	level	of	writing,	speaking,	listening	and	reading	is	required.	International	students	may	be	familiar	with	the	IELTS	
testing	system.	We	require	a	level	of	English	around	5.0	on	their	assessment	scale	in	order	for	students	to	be	able	to	
handle	the	demands	of	the	College.

We	will	make	an	assessment	of	applicant’s	levels	of	English	as	we	interact	with	them	through	email	communication,	
their	application	form	and	their	interview.	If	at	any	point	we	feel	that	the	applicant	has	a	level	of	English	that	may	be	
less	than	adequate	we	will	encourage	them	to	take	English	lessons	and	re-apply	once	they	improve.

Overseas Students and Standards of English



DBS Check
In	the	UK	any	organization	that	involves	people	as	volunteers,	especially	where	they	will	come	into	contact	with	
children	or	vulnerable	adults,	is	required	to	have	all	volunteers	complete	a	Disclosure	and	Barring	Service	(DBS)	check.

Because	you	will	be	involved	in	volunteering	in	several	areas	during	the	course	we	will	need	you	to	complete	one	of	
these	checks.	During	the	registration	day	you	will	be	required	to	fill	out	a	form	to	apply	for	this	check.

In	order	to	sign	the	form	off	we	will	need	to	see	the	following:

•	 Proof	of	your	full	name	and	date	of	birth.	Either	a	Passport,	Birth

•	 Certificate	or	Current	UK	Driving	License	(photo	card	only.)	Please	note	only	original	documents	are	acceptable.	 
	 Photocopies	will	not	be	accepted

•	 Proof	of	your	current	Manchester	address.

•	 National	Insurance	number	(if	available)

Please	ensure	you	have	these	with	you	at	registration	day	so	we	can	sign	the	form	off	and	get	the	checking	procedure	
underway.	Incomplete	or	incorrect	forms	will	not	be	accepted,	and	may	delay	the	checking	process,	limiting	what	you	
are able to get involved in.

If you are concerned that you do not have all of the documents listed, please contact us before registration to discuss this.

Clothing and the Weather
There	is	no	specific	dress	code	for	College	or	church,	but	having	the	following	items	of	clothing	with	you	will	be	useful:

Smart Clothes
If you end up gaining employment you may need a smart set of clothes for this. The graduation ceremony also has 
a smart dress code and there will be other events at church through the year for which a smart set of clothes will be 
useful.

Working Clothes

Students	will	potentially	be	involved	in	painting	or	general	maintenance	work	around	The	Dream	Centre	at	some	point	
during	the	year.	Having	an	old	set	of	clothes	you	don’t	mind	getting	dirty	will	be	useful.

Essential Items and Things to Bring With You



To help you further, if you are coming to Manchester from overseas here is a guide to the weather for each season.

Autumn:		 September,	October,	November.	Average	temperature	of	10oC.	 
	 	 	 Conditions	are	often	overcast,	windy	with	occasional	rain	showers.

Winter:		 	 December,	January,	February.	Average	temperature	of	5oC,	but	can	drop	to	as	low	as	-5oC	 
	 	 	 on	particularly	cold	night.	Conditions	are	cold	and	variable	with	chance	of	frost,	snow	and	rain.

Spring:		 	 March,	April,	May.	Average	temperature	of	10oC.	Conditions	are	often	overcast	,	 
   windy with occasional rain showers.

Summer:		 June,	July,	August.	Average	temperature	of	15	-	20oC.	Conditions	are	warmer,	 
   but still with a chance of occasional rain.

Studying
To help you with your studies we recommend you have a laptop or tablet computer. All assignments are submitted 
electronically, having a computer is a must. 

Pastoral Care

We	are	deeply	interested	in	the	welfare	of	our	students.	There	is	a	joined	up	pastoral	care	process	for	all	students.	 
For	students,	this	begins	with	the	ADT	tutors,	who	students	will	see	on	a	weekly	basis.	Your	tutors	all	have	good	
pastoral	skills	and	are	experienced	in	picking	up	issues	and	complexities	that	students	may	be	facing.

For	deeper	and	more	serious	issues	we	have	a	wider	pastoral	care	system	in	the	life	of	the	church	which	students	will	
have access to via team members. This can include one-to-one support with a pastor, prayer ministry or referral to an 
appropriate professional where necessary.

Health care
Many	international	students	are	entitled	to	free	health	care	through	the	UK	National	Health	Service	(NHS).

EEA and Swiss Nationals
If	you	come	from	an	EEA	country	or	Switzerland,	you	and	your	family	qualify	for	full,	free	NHS	treatment.	You	should	
obtain	a	European	Health	Insurance	Card	(EHIC)	before	coming	to	the	UK,	which	entitles	you	to	the	treatment.



Non-EEA Nationals
If	you	are	not	from	a	country	within	the	EEA	you	may	still	qualify	for	free	NHS	treatment,	if	the	UK	has	a	reciprocal	
health	care	agreement	with	your	home	country.	The	list	of	countries	sometimes	changes,	so	check	with	your	health	
authorities to see if your country is one. If you are covered by a reciprocal health care agreement, you will be eligible 
for	some	NHS	treatment.	The	reciprocal	health	care	agreement	will	probably	cover	hospital	treatment	if	a	condition	
arises	during	your	stay.	However,	it	usually	doesn’t	cover	hospital	treatment	for	a	pre-existing	condition.	You	should	
check	with	your	country’s	health	care	authorities	to	find	out	how	much	treatment	you	will	be	entitled	to	-	you	may	still	
have	to	take	out	medical	insurance.

Doctors
If	you	qualify	for	free	NHS	treatment	you	will	need	to	register	with	a	local	doctor	(also	known	as	a	General	Practitioner	
or	GPs).	You	can	find	a	local	doctors	through	the	NHS	website:	www.nhs.uk,	which	allows	you	to	search	by	postcode	
and gives details such as whether they are accepting new patients as well a map and travel directions. This website 
also gives details of local hospitals and other health services.

When you register, you will need your passport and proof of your UK address (for example, accommodation address).  

Dentists
Waiting	lists	for	Dentists	in	Manchester	are	long,	so	it	is	unlikely	that	you	will	be	able	to	register	while	you	are	here.	
Most	local	GP’s	surgeries	offer	an	emergency	dental	service	for	urgent	work,	but	you	may	wish	to	have	a	routine	dental	
check	with	your	own	dentist	before	you	move	to	Manchester.	In	the	case	of	an	emergency,	people	who	receive	free	
NHS	care	will	also	be	able	to	receive	free	emergency	dental	treatment	at	NHS	dentists.

Opticians
If	you	need	to	see	an	optician	during	your	time	in	the	UK,	you	should	go	to	a	high	street	shop.	You	can	make	an	
appointment for an eye test, and the optician will either update your current prescription or prescribe you glasses or 
contact	lenses	if	you	need	them.	You	will	normally	have	to	pay	a	minimum	charge	for	an	NHS	eye	test	(around	£20).	
Charges	for	frames	and	lenses	vary;	you	may	be	able	to	apply	for	help	with	these	costs	if	you	are	on	a	low	income.	If	
you	already	have	glasses	or	lenses,	you	may	want	to	bring	the	details	of	your	prescription	(in	English)	with	you.



Do I gain an official qualification if I complete the course?
ADT is not accredited with an education provide. This is because accreditation would force us to increase the tuition 
fees	significantly.	When	students	complete	the	course	there	is	a	graduation	ceremony	held	during	the	evening	of	the	
last	Sunday	in	June.	This	is	a	celebration	of	the	students	who	have	completed	the	course	and	each	student	receives	a	
certificate from ADT.

Is there government funding available to me such as student loans to help with me finances?
Because	we	are	not	accredited	with	a	university	there	is	no	such	financial	support	available	to	students.	As	part	of	the	
application process we want to ensure that students have a plan in place to pay their tuition fees and have finances to 
cover their living costs whilst they study with us. 

Am I too old to do LIFE Church College?
The	ADT	course	is	aimed	at	those	aged	around	18	–	30	year	olds	who	come	and	study	with	us	just	before	or	just	after	
university.	Yet	this	course	is	set	for	anyone	over	the	age	of	18	who	wants	to	develop	a	greater	walk	in	Christ.

I am thinking of applying, can I come and visit?
Please	contact	us	if	you	have	a	specific	date	in	mind.	You	are	welcome	to	bring	your	parents	or	pastors	with	you	on	this	
type	of	visit.	You	are	also	welcome	to	visit	the	church	on	any	Sunday	you	wish	to,	we	can	arrange	for	you	to	speak	to	
someone from the ADT team when you visit if you contact us ahead of time.

How intense is the course?
You get as much out of the course as you are willing to put in. There is a minimum standard of attendance required to 
pass	the	course,	and	in	addition	the	assignments	must	be	completed.	However	students	who	tend	to	get	the	most	out	
of	their	time	with	us	are	those	who	throw	themselves	whole-heartedly	not	just	into	the	course,	but	into	the	church	and	
take	every	opportunity	to	get	involved	in	the	ministry	activity	that	is	happening	across	the	congregation.

What provisions are made for those with a physical disability or a learning difficulty?
We	make	provisions	for	this	on	an	individual	basis.	We	can	provide	extra	support	where	necessary	and	also	tailor	
particular	aspects	of	the	course	to	an	individual’s	physical	capability.	If	you	feel	like	either	of	these	apply	to	you,	please	
make	us	aware	as	part	of	the	interview	process	and	we	can	discuss	this	further	with	you.

Should	you	have	any	further	questions	then	please	don’t	hesitate	to	drop	us	an	email:	adt@thedreamcentre.co.uk

Frequently Asked Questions


